
Summary of Newspaper Articles 
   

Deseret News – Salt Lake City, UT (last date searched 07/27/1959) 
 
     Headline:          Quake Hits Kanab Area 
     Date:              07/22/1959 
     Info Categories:   E, P 
 
 
Salt Lake Tribune – Salt Lake City, UT (last date searched 07/26/1959) 
 
     Headline:          Tremor Rocks S. Utah 
     Date:             07/22/1959 
     Info Categories:   E, N, P, S 
 
 
Southern Utah News – Kanab, UT (last date searched 08/13/1959) 
 
     Headline:          Earth Tremor Rocks Wide Area, Center Thought Near Kanab 
     Date:             07/23/1959 
     Info Categories:   E, S 
 
 
  



Information Categories 
 
A -- Aid: 
provide medical services, shelter, donations, loans, advice, encouragement, implement 
safety measures 
 
B -- Building Damage: 
structure itself plus windows and chimneys (typically damage visible from outside the 
building) 
 
E -- Earthquake Description: 
where, when, duration, direction, sound, motion, number and timing of aftershocks 
 
G -- Geologic Effects: 
changes at the Earth's surface, fault scarps, rockfalls, landslides, ground cracks, ground 
subsidence, sand boils, water spouts; effects on springs, lakes, wells 
 
H -- Humor: 
 
I -- Impact: 
changes in daily routine; rumors; influx of reporters, politicians, cost in dollars 
 
L -- Lifelines: 
effects on transportation: roads, bridges, railroads, airports  
effects on communications: telephone, telegraph 
effects on power, gas, water, and sewer lines 
effects on dams 
 
N -- Nonstructural Effects: 
effects on plaster, furnishings (typically damage or rearrangement of furnishings visible 
inside a building) 
 
P -- People: 
effects on and responses to, during and after; deaths, injuries, near misses 
 
R -- Recovery: 
clean up, rebuild 
 
S -- Scientific: 
explanation of the day 
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QUAKE HITS KANAB AREA 
 
KANAB--A fair-sized earthquake shook Kanab Tuesday at 10:45 a.m., and sent frightened 
residents scurrying from their homes, but apparently it caused only slight damage. 
The quake was preceded by a rumbling, roaring noise and many persons first thought a jet 
had broken the sound barrier. Then the shaking started. Residents said it lasted possibly 
one minute. 
Dishes, mirrors and canned goods rattled and Lowell Ford, inspector of motor vehicles at 
the Arizona Highway Patrol inspection station just over the line from Kanab, said his steel 
and sheet metal building vibrated. 
Shortly after the tremor he reported receiving calls from as far as Cedar Ridge, which is 
about 110 miles down U.S. Highway 89 from Kanab. 
[Deseret News; July 22, 1959] 
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TREMOR ROCKS S. UTAH 
Epicenter Near Kanab 

 
KANAB--A strong earth tremor knocked dishes and canned goods to floors, started minor 
rock slides and swayed automobiles on the streets over a wide area of southern Utah and 
northern Arizona Tuesday about 10:45 a.m. 
The tremor apparently centered near Fredonia in northern Arizona, seven miles from 
Kanab, but it was experienced as far south as Flagstaff, Ariz., 150 miles southeast of 
Fredonia. 
Rob Bickmore, Kanab police chief, reported that bricks fell from at least one house 
chimney. Plaster was shaken from the walls of the Kane County Courthouse. 
Water sloshed from a fish aquarium inside the residence of Mrs. Garn Swapp. 
Forrest Forbush, Utah Highway Patrol weighman at the Kanab checking station, said he 
noticed the quake for about 10 seconds. Others reported feeling it for as much as two 
minutes. Mr. Forbush watched its waving motion along the earth's surface. 
Inside the checking station, the radio, typewriter and microphone rattled. 
A truck driver told Mr. Forbush that he "thought his steering had gone haywire" as he drove 
along the highway toward Kanab. 
Most common phenomena near the epicenter of the quake in Fredonia was the breakage 
of dishes and vases in homes, foodstuffs in cans tumbling to the floors of markets and 
window breakage. There were no reported injuries. 
Lowell Ford, Page, Ariz., said it was the worst quake he had experienced in the area in 40 
years. Several persons said the quake exceeded in severity a reasonably strong quake of 
15 years ago. 
The University of Utah seismograph, according to Dr. Joseph W. Berg Jr., associate 
professor of geophysics, and director of the Seismology Laboratory, recorded the quake 
vibrations at 5 on the Richter Scale of 10 for about 10 minutes. 
The device indicated that the slippage causing the tremors occurred on one of the many 
fault lines in northern Arizona. 
Dr. Armand J. Eardley, professor of geology at the University of Utah, said that although 
no one can predict the time or place of an earthquake, the one Tuesday morning in all 
probability will be the last in this area for some time. 
In California, Dr. Eardley said, a small quake may be the forerunner of a larger one, but 
this has not been the pattern in the Intermountain earthquake zone. 
A zone containing numerous faults, he said, extends southward from Helena, Mont. 
[Salt Lake Tribune; July 22, 1959] 
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EARTH TREMOR ROCKS WIDE AREA, CENTER THOUGHT NEAR KANAB 
 
What was described as the strongest earth tremor ever felt in this area occurred Tuesday 
morning at approximately 10:45 a.m. and was felt in a wide area covering southern Utah 
and northern Arizona. 
It appears from reports that the tremor centered near Fredonia. It was felt as far south as 
Flagstaff, Arizona, 195 miles south of Kanab, and was strong enough in Kanab to break 
some plaster from buildings, knocked over several floor lamps and dishes from the 
shelves. 
The University of Utah seismograph, according to Dr. Joseph W. Berg, recorded the quake 
vibrations at 5 on the Richter Scale of 10 for about 10 minutes. 
This area is in a zone of numerous faults, which extend from Helena, Montana, through 
southeastern Idaho, western Wyoming, central Utah and into Arizona. To date the exact 
location of the fault slippage has not been determined. 
Persons in the Kanab, Fredonia area reported the quake as lasting from about 10 seconds 
to as long as 2 minutes. 
[Southern Utah News; July 23, 1959] 
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