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Foreword and Data Explanation 

 

This report contains an epicenter map (Figure 1) and listings of earthquakes (Tables 1 and 2) detected and 

located in the Yellowstone region (lat. 44 00 – 45 10 N, long. 109 45 – 111 30 W).  The computer 

program HYPOINVERSE-2000 (F. W. Klein, 2012, U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 02-171 

revised) was used to process the earthquake data.  This report also includes maps and a table of operating 

seismograph stations in the University of Utah's Yellowstone seismic network (Figure 2, Table 3).   

 

The earthquake listing in Table 2 is estimated to be systematically complete above magnitude 1.5 within 

Yellowstone.  These data are preliminary—both the locations and magnitudes in this table are subject to 

revision.  
 

The following data are listed for each earthquake in Table 2: 

 

• Date (yymmdd) and origin time in Coordinated Universal Time (UTC).  To convert to local time, 

subtract seven hours for Mountain Standard Time (MST) and six hours for Mountain Daylight 

Time (MDT).  During the report period, local time was MDT. 

 

• Earthquake location coordinates in degrees and minutes of north latitude and west longitude, and 

depth in kilometers below sea level. Note that prior to October 1, 2012, the earthquake depths in 

these quarterly reports were computed relative to a datum of 2000 m above sea level.  

 

• "*" indicates poor depth resolution: no recording stations within 10 km or twice the depth. 

 

• MAG, the computed Richter local magnitude (ML) for each earthquake.  "W" indicates that peak 

amplitude measurements from Wood-Anderson records were used.  Otherwise, the estimate is 

calculated from signal durations and is more correctly identified as coda magnitude (MC).  The 

notation "--" indicates that a reliable magnitude estimate could not be made.   

 

• NO, the number of P and S readings used in the solution. 

 

• GAP, the largest azimuthal separation in degrees between recording stations used in the solution. 

 

• DMN, the epicentral distance in kilometers to the closest station. 

 

• RMS, the weighted root-mean-square of the travel-time residuals in seconds: 

 

 where:  Ri is the observed minus the computed arrival time for the i-th P or S reading, and Wi is the 

relative weight given to the i-th P or S arrival time (0.0 for no weight through 1.0 for full weight). 
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During the three-month period July 1 through September 30, 2020, the University of Utah Seismograph 

Stations (UUSS) located 334 earthquakes within the Yellowstone region (Figure 1).  The total includes 35 

earthquakes in the magnitude 2 range.  The largest event to occur during this period was a magnitude 2.8 

earthquake on September 10.  There were two earthquakes reported felt in the region during the report 

period (see Table 1, a cumulative tabulation of earthquakes that were felt in the Yellowstone region 

during 2020).  Additional information on earthquakes within the Yellowstone region is available from the 

University of Utah Seismograph Stations.   

 

Online Information 

 

A complete copy of this report, including maps and the earthquake catalog, is available on the UUSS web 

site at https://quake.utah.edu/earthquake-center/quarterly-seismicity-reports.   

 

Note: On October 1, 2012, UUSS began using the ANSS Quake Monitoring System (AQMS) software 

package for data acquisition and data processing.  The primary effect on the data reported herein comes 

from computing the earthquake locations with a newer version of the computer program 

HYPOINVERSE-2000 (F. W. Klein, 2012, U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report 02-171 revised) 

and a revised and expanded set of velocity models.  As implemented at UUSS, this new version of the 

location program accounts for station elevation differences more accurately and reports focal depths 

relative to sea level instead of the 2000 m elevation datum used previously.  

 

For earthquakes of magnitude 3 and larger in the Yellowstone region, the U. S. Geological Survey 

automatically posts a Community Internet Intensity Map (CIIM) on its "Did You Feel It?" web page at 

http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/dyfi/.  We encourage anyone who feels an earthquake to report 

their observations on this interactive web site; felt information is available by zip code on the CIIM site or 

can be obtained from UUSS directly.  
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Earthquakes of Magnitude 3.0 or Larger 

 

None    

    

    

 

Notable Swarm Seismicity  

 

During the report period, there were three earthquake swarms in the Yellowstone region.  For reporting 

purposes, we use the Mogi definition [Mogi, 1963] of a swarm and require each swarm to have ten or 

more earthquakes.  Note that typically, around 50% of Yellowstone earthquakes occur as part of a seismic 

swarm [Farrell et al., 2009]. 

 

A. A swarm of 15 earthquakes (-0.3  M  0.9) occurred about 10.7 mi NE of Old Faithful, YNP 

from August 18th – 19th. 

B. A swarm of 10 earthquakes (-0.2  M  1.5) occurred about 5.2 mi NNW of West Yellowstone, 

MT from September 1st – 5th. 

C. A swarm of 123 earthquakes (-0.1  M  2.8) occurred about 6.3 mi SE of West Thumb Geyser 

Basin, YNP from September 10th – 16th. 

 

These swarms are labeled in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1. Epicenters of earthquakes located by the University of Utah Seismograph Stations, July 1, 2020, through 

September 30, 2020.  Earthquake swarms (labeled A–C) are discussed in the text.
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Telemetry Description 

Analog Data transmission is analog along part of the transmission pathway 

Digital Data are converted to digital form at the station site 

None On-site recording system 

Sponsor (or Operator for stations marked by * in preceding columns) 

USGS U.S. Geological Survey 

Utah State of Utah 

ANSS Advanced National Seismic System 

INL Idaho National Laboratory 

MBMT Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology 

PBO Plate Boundary Observatory 

NSF National Science Foundation 

Network Changes During July 1–September 30, 2020 

September 11, 2020: Centaur Datalogger replaced ANSS-130 at station YHB 
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