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Information Categories
A -- Aid:
provide medical services, shelter, donations, loans, advice, encouragement, implement
safety measures
B -- Building Damage:
structure itself plus windows and chimneys (typically damage visible from outside the
building)
E -- Earthquake Description:
where, when, duration, direction, sound, motion, number and timing of aftershocks
G -- Geologic Effects:
changes at the Earth's surface, fault scarps, rockfalls, landslides, ground cracks, ground
subsidence, sand boils, water spouts; effects on springs, lakes, wells
H -- Humor:
I -- Impact:
changes in daily routine; rumors; influx of reporters, politicians, cost in dollars
L -- Lifelines:
effects on transportation: roads, bridges, railroads, airports
effects on communications: telephone, telegraph
effects on power, gas, water, and sewer lines
effects on dams
N -- Nonstructural Effects:
effects on plaster, furnishings (typically damage or rearrangement of furnishings visible
inside a building)
P -- People:
effects on and responses to, during and after; deaths, injuries, near misses
R -- Recovery:
clean up, rebuild
S -- Scientific:
explanation of the day
Back to Summary

Response to Utah Geological Survey call for personal accounts (article published in
The Emery County Progress newspaper) of the 1988 San Rafael Swell earthquake
Submitted by: J. Rulon Nelson
Ferron, Utah
August 1988
Location at time of earthquake: Resting on bed in Ferron, Utah
Sun. Aug 14. My wife was in church. I was not feeling well, so I was taking a rest on my
bed. About 2 p.m., suddenly the bed was shaking me. I was lying in an east and west
position and I was moving about 14 to 16 inches back and forth in an east and west
motion. This violent motion frightened me, so I sprang out of bed. The roar was terrible. I
ran to the back door where I saw our son standing facing west. He said to me, "The
carport was moving from east to west and that big poplar tree was waving east and west."
The mountains north and west of town had big long streaks caused by falling rocks. The
clouds of dust were high in the air, north and southwest of the Mill Site Dam in the canyon
west of Ferron.
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Summary of phone response to Utah Geological Survey call for personal accounts
(article published in The Emery County Progress newspaper) of the 1988 San Rafael
Swell earthquake
Submitted by: Mr. and Mrs. Felix Baca
Sunnyside, Utah
August 1988
Location at time of earthquake: Sunnyside, Utah
They were in their home in Sunnyside, Utah, when they felt the earthquake. They saw their
stove move, and heard a big noise. When they went to their front door they saw dust up in
the mountains near Columbia. Didn't see any actual rocks falling.
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Letter written in response to 1995 article in The Emery County Progress newspaper
asking for personal accounts of the 1988 San Rafael Swell earthquake.
Submitted by: Virginia and Gene Talbot
Ferron, Utah
November 1995
Location at time of earthquake: Ferron, Utah
Heard a noise like an airplane very very loud or a train going thru the area. Immediately I
called to my husband Gene--"Earthquake. Get in a door way." (I used to live in California).
Next, when it quit, I called to get the camera and turn off the gas. We did. We took pictures
within 5 minutes of the earthquake, looking towards the mountains west, north and south
(where we could see dust clouds caused by rock falls). The picture we did not get was the
desert east of Ferron which was a solid haze of dust. This was the epicenter area, Saddle
Horse Canyon.
We had friends 4-wheeling right in the epicenter. We went to their house, turned off their
gas and waited to talk to them later. They said they were afraid the rock tumble might
make it impossible to get out, however, they did get back safely.
Gene is a silversmith. He had noticed before the quake, silver balls rolling on his work
bench. Several days before as we talked in the kitchen area, a decorative plate started
rolling off its easel and crashed to the floor.
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